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History Of Micro Planner X-Pert Software
and MPI Companies
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Micro Planner X-Pert is a project planning and scheduling software package that has been in continuous development since 1979.

X-Pert is geared to the critical path method and PERT Network Diagrams for major, long-term projects.   Its pedigree can be traced back to the ICL 1900 PERT mainframe package.  

X-Pert is thought to be the only planning application that fully supports the “Activity On Arrow” (ADM) project network process still in use today.

The Micro Planner X-Pert Workbench

Key Events That Shaped MPI’s History

	1979
	Founded by Glynn Nixon, Raf Dua, Steve Wedlock and others Micro Planning Services (MPS) starts trading in the UK.  

MPS adapted the ideas found in ICL's mainframe 1900 PERT package to the most innovative computer at the time, the Apple II.  
Raf Dua was a major contributor to the product within ICL

	1981
	Apple Computers official accepted Micro Planner as a software product, and an agreement was signed for its distribution throughout Europe.  Taylor Woodrow purchased their first copy of Micro Planner.

	1985
	Micro Planning Software USA was formed. Micro Planner ranked 4th in the Top Twenty Apple software charts.  

Computer Planning Services (CPS), managed by P. Weaver, starts using Micro Planner for consultancy and training in Australia

	1989
	Continuing our tradition of 'first with the best', Micro Planner X-Pert is launched for the Apple Macintosh. X-Pert is a full-function package to rival the best available on any platform, including mini and mainframe software. 

Micro Planning International take over the InstaPlan Corporation (USA), adding the top selling, outline based package InstaPlan to an already impressive range of products.

	1990 
	Micro Planning Australia changes its name to Micro Planning International Pty Ltd (MPI) to align with the rest of the MPI group. Pat Weaver was the MD with Raf Dua as Technical Director.

InstaPlan 5000 released. Micro Planner X-Pert becomes a yardstick for modern project management software tools.

As one reviewer commented, 'X-Pert deserves to become the standard project management tool against which others are judged'. 

	1993
	Micro Planner X-Pert wins its second MacWorld award for the best Resource and Project Management software, with Micro Planner Manager in second place.

	1995
	Micro Planner X-Pert wins MacWorld's 'Best All-Time' Readers Choice award to celebrate the Apple Macintosh Computers 10th Birthday. 

Micro Planner Manager running under Microsoft Windows is launched completing the three-tiered product range for both PC and Macintosh platforms. 

	1997 
	MPI in the USA move offices, Australia opens a new national office and both upgrade support services. Fully 'Year 2000' compliant versions of X-Pert and Manager released.

	1999
	Micro Planning International Asia Pacific Pty Ltd with Raf Dua as General Manager and Director was responsible for the sales and support of Micro Planner X-Pert and Micro Planner Manager in Australia, New Zealand and Asia Pacific region.

	2002
	The UK operations were closed on the retirement of the MD Mr Glynn Nixon

	2007
	Micro Planning International Ltd was launched in November, with John Cornish as Managing Director.   

John Cornish had used X-Pert for over twelve years whilst at Schlumberger and had proven its value on multi million GBP projects.

	2008
	Micro Planner X-Pert was reviewed by Steve Cotterell and his report published in the International PM Today magazine (June Edition)


Upgrade now to X-Pert 3.5

Gain the benefits from of all the new features by opening your existing X-Pert project files with X-Pert version 3.5.

Contact:

John Cornish

Tell 01202 884690, 

Mob 07799 516 735

Email John@microplanning.co.uk
Web: www.microplanning.co.uk 
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